
Sample  Test 2 - ENGLISH – Time suggested 20 minutes

Read this passage very carefully, then answer the questions that follow.

November the Fifth, 1788

‘I don’t want to go,’ muttered Stephen, as he stood at the kitchen window and stared out at the 
dreary
dawn.
‘But you promised,’ whispered Catherine in a frenzy of exasperation.
‘I could lock myself in my room.’5

‘No, you couldn’t.  They’d come knocking at your door, bullying you to go with us.  And then ...’
and then?
He sighed, knowing the truth.  His great anger would burst out of him.  And God knows what abuse 
he might not heap on his uncles and their heartless Centenary Celebrations.  Catherine’s gala day 
would be ruined from the start.10

He stared out again at the driving rain.
‘I’ll get as wet as an otter,’ he grumbled, turning back for a last warm at the fire.
She went on cutting him great wedges of bread and cheese.
She was sure of him now.  He would keep his word.  She and Martha could enjoy the great day.
He watched her gloomily, waiting for her to finish.  She was barefoot, still in her nightdress, smiling 15

to herself.  Heavens! thought, that the wearing of muslins and a new bonnet should mean so much 
to a girl!  He was disgusted by her happiness.  Ashamed of it.  Had she not the wits to see that the 
whole thing was a mockery?  If it were not that she was his sister - and that he was fond of her -
he’d be damned if he’d go shuffling off furtively like this before they were all up.  He’d stay and tell 
his two pestilential uncles that they and the Duke of Ullswater and the landed gentry of 20

Westmorland were a dishonest pack of hypocrites - and have done with it!
Excited, still smiling, her work done, Catherine ran to the window, unlatched the casement, and 
leaned far out to scan the full stretch of sky between the two ranges of hills.
‘Look!’ she whispered eagerly.  ‘There’s a rim of light westward behind the Pike.  It’ll be fine before 
eleven.’25

She turned back into the room, snatched up the bread and cheese, and hurried him to the 
threshold.’ Take your hat and the shepherd’s cloak,’ she said.  ‘You’ll be all right when the wind 
blows off.  You’ll like it up there.  You know you will.’
A loud creaking started up in the house behind them.  
‘Quick!’ she said hoarsely, thrusting the food into his hands.30

‘Quick! Or it’ll be too late!’
She stood watching him impatiently as he loped off across the farmyard, longing for him to be safely 
away before his escape was discovered.
‘Where is he going?’ asked a voice at her side.
She looked round, half angry, half guilty.35

It was Martha, her school-friend, in her nightdress.
‘To the hills,’ she replied shortly.  ‘Why did you get up?’
‘I wondered where you were.  It was cold in that great bed without you.’
Martha looked over Catherine’s shoulder at the lonely figure trudging up the fell path in the driving 
rain.40

‘Isn’t Stephen coming with us to watch the processions?’
‘No’
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Here are the questions.  Now try to answer as many as you can.

1. Which pair of adjectives best describe ‘dreary’ in line  1?

A dull and wet
B overcast and light
C bright and clear
D sad and weary

2. Why is promised in line 3 in italics?

A it’s a typing error
B it emphasises Catherine’s happiness
C it stresses and reminds Stephen of what he has said
D it makes the printing look better

3. Which of the answers below best describe her ‘frenzy of exasperation’ line 3?

A she screamed with anger
B she shouted loudly
C she was completely exhausted
D she was outraged that he might not keep his word

4. Which is the best description of ‘bullying’ in line 5?

A hitting hard
B saying hurtful words
C insisting forcibly with words
D ignoring him

5. Why is ‘Centenary Celebrations’ (line 8) in capital letters?

A it is a happy occasion
B it is a proper noun
C it comes at the end of the sentence
D it is a part of direct speech

6. When Stephen says ‘I’ll get as wet as an otter,’ it is an example of:

A simile
B metaphor
C verb
D proverb

7. The word ‘gloomily’ (line 14)  is an adverb which of the following is not an adverb?

A badly
B happily
C sadly
D dreary
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8. How did Catherine’s actions affect her brother?

A he liked her new hat
B he was pleased she was happy
C he would do anything for her
D he was ashamed of what she was doing

9. The past tense of  scan is formed by doubling the ‘n’ and adding ‘ed’ i.e. scanned.  Which of the 
following also forms its past tense in the same way?

A gather
B brag
C unlatch
C whisper

10. How does the author show Catherine is agitated in lines 29 and 30?

A she uses long words
B she stammers
C she uses short sentences
D she speaks kindly

11. it’ll in line 30 is an example of which tense?

A future
B imperfect
C present
D past

12. Why did Catherine watch ‘impatiently’ in line  31?

A she didn’t feel well
B she was feeling short-tempered
C she didn’t trust him to do as he promised
D she was anxious for him to be away as quickly as possible

13. Read the following sentence ‘Martha looked over Catherine’s shoulder at the lonely figure.’
Which of the following is the verb in the sentence?

A looked
B over
C shoulder
D lonely

14. The piece ends with a single word ‘No’ what impression is Catherine giving to Martha?

A she is bored with her
B she should ask no more questions
C she doesn’t like her
D she cannot think of anything else to say
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15. What kind of writing is this piece?

A poetry
B comedy
C biography
D narrative

16. You want to find Centenary Celebrations in the book.  What would be the quickest way to 
find a page which refers to them?  Would you look?

A in the Index
B in the Contents page
C in the Glossary
D through the pages of the book

Read lines 1 – 5 below and answer questions 17 - 20

1. Stephen was very unhappy about leaving the house in such a way.  The wether was atrocious and
2. the rain penetrated the cloak he was ___________.  He was thoroughly wet and miserable.
3. Suddenly through the mist he saw an overhanging rock and gratefully took shelter there.  It did not
4. entirely protect him from the driving rain but aforded him some respite from its ferocity.  He thought
5. about what he had done for his sister and how he dispised himself for agreeing to her request.

17. Which of the following words would you insert in the blank space on line 2?

A waring
B warring
C whering
D wearing

18. Look carefully at lines 1 & 2.  Which word is spelt incorrectly?

A wether
B atrocious
C penetrated
D cloak

19. Look carefully at line 4.  Which word is spelt incorrectly?

A protect
B aforded
C respite
D ferocity

20. On line 5, the word dispised is spelt wrongly, which is the correct spelling?

A dyspized
B despised
C dispised
D despished
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