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CITY OF LONDON SCHOOL 
 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION – JANUARY 2008 
 
 

ENGLISH – GROUP 1 
 
 

ONE HOUR 
 
        SECTION A      :  20 marks 
        SECTION B      :  10 marks 
        SECTION C      :  10 marks 
        SECTION D      :  20 marks 
        SECTION E      :  40 marks 
 
 
 
Answer all the questions in Sections A, B, C and D (together worth 60 marks) in 
this booklet. 
 
Section E – the Composition – must be written on separate sheets of A4 paper 
provided.  You are advised to spend at least twenty-five minutes on Section E 
(worth 40 marks) 
 
Two final pieces of advice:  

1) if you find a particular question difficult, do not spend too long worrying 
about it.  Simply move on to the next question.  You can always come back to 
it.   

2) Be sure to budget a little time to check through your answers. 



SECTION A     (20 Marks) 
 

This is a short extract about “guerrilla soldiers”.  (Think of jungle 
fighters who ‘hit and run’, attacking suddenly then melting back into 
the undergrowth.)   

Read the extract carefully and then, using the answer that fits the 
sense of that sentence best, write A, B, C, D or E in the space for your 
answer. 

Another fundamental characteristic of the guerrilla soldier is  
his flexibility, his ability to adapt himself to all circumstances, and  
to convert to his service all the accidents of the action.  Against  
the rigidity of the classical methods of fighting, the guerrilla fighter 

5 invents his own tactics at every minute of the fight and constantly  
surprises the enemy. 

  In the first place, there are only elastic positions, specific  
places the enemy cannot pass, and places of diverting him.   
Frequently the enemy, after easily overcoming difficulties in a 

10 gradual advance, is surprised to find himself suddenly and  
solidly detained without possibilities of moving forward.  This is  
due to the fact that the guerrilla-defended positions, when they  
have been selected on the basis of a careful study of the ground,  
are invulnerable.  It is not the number of attacking soldiers that  

15 counts, but the number of defending soldiers.  Once that number  
has been placed there, it can nearly always hold off a battalion  
with success.  It is a major task of the chiefs to choose well the  
moment and the place for defending a position without retreat. 

  The form of attack of a guerrilla army is also different; starting  
20 with surprise and fury, irresistible, it suddenly converts itself into  

total passivity.  The surviving enemy, resting, believes that the  
attacker has departed; he begins to relax, to return to the routine  
life of the camp or of the fortress, when suddenly a new attack 
bursts forth in another place, with the same characteristics,  

25 while the main body of the guerrilla *band lies in wait to intercept 
reinforcements.  At other times an outpost defending the camp  
will be suddenly attacked by the guerrilla, dominated and  
captured.  The fundamental thing is surprise and rapidity of  
attack. 

 
*band – small group of fighters 
Extract: Che Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare (Monthly Review Press) 
(Passage & adapted questions taken from Black & Finn, 1971)  
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1 “accidents” (line 3) means 
A catastrophes 
B slight mishaps 
C unexpected events 
D  misfortunes 
E bloodshed      Answer: _____ 

 
2 “rigidity” (line 4) means 

A  cruel harshness 
B  heavy losses 
C  tactical planning 
D  professional strictness 
E  traditional nobility     Answer:  _____ 

 
3 The author holds the optimistic, convinced view that guerrilla 

positions cannot be captured when they are: 
A  defended by brave soldiers 
B  attacked by a small number of soldiers 
C  strengthened by fortifications 
D  placed on well chosen sites 
E  defended by flexible forces   Answer:  _____ 

 
4 “diverting him” (line 8) means: 

A  attracting the enemy’s hate 
B  persuading him to ignore something more important 
C  preventing him from overwhelming one’s defences 
D  resisting him successfully 
E  persuading him to scatter his forces  Answer:  _____ 

 
5 Which ONE of the following does the last paragraph (lines  

19-29) not advise the guerrillas to do? 
A  start a fight with a furious attack 
B  later lull the enemy into a false sense of security 
C  non-stop attacking until victory is secured 
D  divide itself into several groups 
E  switch the point of its attack quickly  Answer:  _____ 
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SECTION B (10 Marks) 
 
 

There is an error of spelling, punctuation or grammar in the following 
sentences.  Each sentence contains one mistake.  Circle the word or 
punctuation mark where you think there is an error. 
 
 
 
 
Example 1   Lightening frightened the pets. 
 
Example 2   “Are you all right ” asked Mike. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. The car was parked securely in it’s garage. 
 

2. The tardy schoolboy was desparate to reach the lesson on time. 
 

3. “Keep away from the railway track.” advised the policeman. 
 

4. One of the three woman is clearly a thief! 
 

5. One of the boy’s had run for help. 
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SECTION C      (10 Marks) 
 
In each of these questions one word is printed in capital letters and underlined.  Below these 
you will find a list of words.  Choose the word in the list which is the most exact opposite of 
the word in capitals.  Answer by writing A, B, C, D or E in the answer spaces. 
 
Example:    INTERESTING 
     A  philately 
     B  boring 
     C  encouraging 
     D  discouraging 
     E  brown 

The most exact opposite is boring, so you would write down ‘B’ as your answer. 
 

 JUVENILE 
 A  youthful 
 B  mature 
 C  undeveloped 
 D  diseased 
 E  adolescence     Answer:  _____ 

 
  SOBER 
  A  ruthless 
  B  joyful 
  C  agitated 
  D  drunk 
  E  calm     Answer:  _____ 
 
  GAUNT 
  A  thin 
  B  grey 
  C  chubby 
  D  boisterous 
  E  overgrown     Answer:  _____ 
  
  STERN 
  A  grumpy 
  B  prow 
  C  anchor 
  D  pointed 
  E  disenchanted    Answer:  _____ 
 
  STATIONARY 
  A  pencils 
  B  coach 
  C  moving 
  D  transport 
  E  slow     Answer:  _____  
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  MORTALITY 
  A  greed 
  B  generosity 
  C  expense 
  D  life 
  E  sacredness     Answer:  _____ 
 
  WANE 
  A  wax 
  B  poison 
  C  bedding 
  D  grief 
  E  happiness     Answer:  _____ 
 

PROSPERITY 
A  healthiness 
B  stinginess 
C  sadness 
D  well-educated 
E  poverty     Answer:  _____ 

   
  MODEST 
  A  luxurious 
  B  helpful 
  C  criminal 
  D  unhelpful 
  E  boastful     Answer:  _____ 
   
  LEGIBLE 
  A  severe 
  B  apt 
  C  fattening 
  D  untidy 
  E  lost      Answer:  _____ 
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SECTION D (20 Marks) 
 

In the passage which follows, some groups of words have been missed out, and where there 
is a gap you will see a number.  All the missing groups of words are supplied at the end of 
the passage, each labeled with a letter.  Then, in the numbered answer spaces provided at 
the bottom of the page, write the capital letter which identifies the group of words you 
chose. 
 
The passage below is about sheep-farming in North Wales. 
 
The …..(1) begins with the lambing season when he patrols his flock twice a day for about a 
month; acting …..(2) in difficult cases; trying to persuade ewes who have lost their lambs …..(3) 
lamb or one of twin lambs; taking sheep eighty miles to the nearest vet, if necessary; and hoping, 
by the end of this time, to have eighty lambs; approximately forty ewes and forty *wethers, for 
each hundred of his flock of ewes.  Lambing …..(4) April and shortly afterwards the whole flock 
is sent up the mountain, the new arrivals having been ear-marked and wool-marked  …..(5) and 
the marks of the farm to which they belong.  Mountain farms may either have a mountain or part 
of a mountain, fenced off, included in their land, or rights to keep a certain number of sheep on 
an open mountain.  There is a prohibition on …..(6) round pieces of open mountain, the sheep 
…..(7) part of the mountain and rear their lambs there.  Because of this knowledge, called 
‘cynefin’, those sheep have an extras value when sold to the next …..(8) into the farm.  If the new 
sheep were bought and put on an open mountain they would have …..(9).  The shepherd would 
tie a front-foot ..…(10) and stay up the mountain with them almost constantly until they knew 
their place. 
 
(*type of ram)   
 
A tenant who comes 
B farmer’s year 
C begins early in 
D to suckle a motherless 
E with the signs 
F to be taught their place 
G as midwife  
H know their own 
I to their necks 
J putting fences round 
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Section E – Composition (40 marks) 
 

Choose one of the following titles. 
Pay special attention to paragraphing, the development of your details, 
plus spellings, punctuation and grammar. 
 

1. If you could give advice to other pupils of your own age, what 
would you recommend them to do in order to have a really 
enjoyable summer vacation?  (You can stay in London / the UK if 
you wish.) 

 
2. Write a story whose first paragraph begins with these two 

sentences: 
 

“My football sailed over the fence into my neighbour’s 
garden.  We heard a ghastly crashing sound from the  
direction of Mr. O’Sullivan’s greenhouse!” 
(You do not have to copy out these sentences.  Continue 
from this point.) 

 
3. Imagine you are the parent of a boy your own age.  What positive 

values would you teach him to help him grow up in a safe, fulfilled 
and happy way? 

 
4. As young students, you probably already have a few ideas about 

what ‘ingredients’ / details help make a really good school.  Select 
just a few main ones, remembering to explain your ideas about 
why they are important. 

 
5. A newspaper has a column called “A Schoolboy Speaks”.  You 

have won a competition to write this article next week! 
Select one interesting problem you have noticed which has 

appeared recently in the news.   
Explain how, in your opinion, the authorities could begin to 

resolve this problem.  (You can write about something you have 
noticed in the UK or abroad.) 

 
Remember to check through your work with care. 

END OF EXAM 
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